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introduction 



When the electorate passed Ptoposi^icP^^ the Jarvis--Gann Tax 
Limitation Initiative, on june 6, lS7fij f doubt unwittingly, 

wrought havoc upon the staters pufenc li^f-^t/ service. 

Public library finance in CalifoJfnf^ PM0 been based largely upon 
local taKes on real propetty* pr^poiiti^j^ 13 brought a 621 reduction 
in this inaome* In a proinpt and laudably ^e#ponse to Proposition 13^ 
the Governor and the Legislature dlist^iP%^fl 0omm $4 billion of state 
surplus funds to hard^hit local goverfW^^^t^ • '^ery little of this 
found its way to local public lib^tarias. ^hiy 8% of public library 
income for Fiscal Year 1978-^79 is f^otn Sources, while 9% is from 

federal sources. The federal contribution is 421 revenue sharing, 
36% PWEA, 16% CETA, and 6| other Progfam^^ Statewide^ total public 
library incoi^e for operating purposes thig ^e&t stanfli at 83i of last 
year, and 111 of that comeg from ^ese^v^^^^ cai^tyover and prior year 
taKes. ■ 

In July and August, libraries cl^seQ cSbv^n branches and bookmobiles, 
cut hours of opening, lai<a off staff teif^&o^^rily or permanently, and 
halted the purchase of nav books ^nd ^fch^^ ?tiat%rials* The 1978-79 
state relief funding enabled restoration goitie of that. Library 
service is notably cut back this year ff^* J5 jnillion of the state's 
population, served by 113 public libr^ri^g, f^r four and i half 
million served by 28 libraries it star^ds a^ 1^^^ than 70t of last 
year's level* 

The citiEens of California now hfive 10^87) fewer hours weekly of 
public library service available to tn&^^ & 221 reduction, and will 
have to be satisfied with a 20% reductJio^ fUnds for new rnateri^ls, 
back to the 197 5 level in a time of gcsarit^g iAflation in book prices. 
With this has come a 21% ^eduction in sWfitng (full-^time equivalent) , 
and an actual loss of jobs through cfj tor 1,228 public library 

ennployees* Interlibrary loan activity bJ^^p^ the state's libraries 
declined by 501, and special progranuni^^g to^ children and adults and 
outreach visits to hospitals and shut-^i^^ v?^r# decreased or eliminated 
in many libraries. 

The data presented here are the ^M^^^^y jr^sults of a statewide 
survey of :>ublic libraries in Sept^mb^t r X9^^f co--sponsored by the 
California State Library ^nd the C^iiforA^^ xihrary Association, to 
gather information about the effects at P^^pposition 13 on library 
Services, especially to ptovide inf orr^^ti^ji the Coimnission on Govern-- 
ment Reform (the Post Comnission) ^na oth^^ c^Acerned bodies. Figures 
for Fiscal Year 1977-78 ate actual, whU® tho0^ for 1978-79 are 
istimates or approved budget figures ^ 

Thanks are due to the i41 lib^ar: Wpo e^ok time from their 
hectic days to complete the survey, rhaAJ^g al^o to Clarence Walters, 
Contra Costa County Librarian ^nd QhaittnAj^ Of Cla'b Government Relations 
Committee, to Assistant State Libr^ria^^ I^^n^y Jercy, and to Cy silver. 
Chief of the Library Developinent S^rvi^^^ g^r^^u, California State 
Library, for their help in developing gi^iding the survey* 

CoJli^ Ciart, Information Manager 
Caiif^^r^la State Library 
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Total library operatiiKj Incoiiifi, pGrcontafje for 1970-79 of 19?7-?fi level/ by 
hunber of Ubi'arieg reporting and population served, 



Public libraries statewide, 
by type ol jurisdiction; 
total 171 


Less than 701 


70* to m 


861 to 1004 


Over lOOl 


City librwies 
(00 of 106 reporting) 


13 libs, 
701,570 pop. 


20 libs. 
1,G32,735 pop. 


31 libs. 
5,741,000 pop, 


16 libs. 
1,332,040 pop. 


County libraries 
on property tw 
(3i of 33 riposting! 


10 libs. 
3,611,235 pop. 


10 libs, 
2,b53,420 pop. 


6 libs. 
1,114,620 pop. 


5 libs. 
1,219,755 pop. 


on pnewl fund 
(10 of U reporting) 


-0- 


1 lih. 
46p7O0 pop, 


3 libs. 
65,500 pop, 


6 libs. 
277,510 pop. 


Combination city^^coujity 
libraries 

(8 of B reportitig) 


1 lib. 
fl^ inn hfkn 


5 libs, 

1 117 IQ^ hhn 


2 Ubs, 

gJ.g,DiU pop* 


-u- 


District libraries 
(U of 13 reporting) 


h Ubs, 
157,800 ! tp, 


3 Ubs. 
85,950 pop. 


4 Ubs. 
BliOOO pop. 


1 llb.^ 
16,750 pop, 


State total 
!141 of 171 reporting) 


28 libs, 

4,555,905 pop. 


39 libs, 
5,936,000 pop. 


46 libs. 


28 libs. 
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public libfaries Btatewidg, 
by type of jurisdiction 


Property ta^^, scicurdd 
19??-78 197B-79 


Propfiirtv tiiXi 
5 atate riimb 
1977^70 


unsQCurgd 
ursiinent 
197B-79 


Hcserves, carryover, 
prior year taxes 
1977-?! 1978-79 


General fu 
1977-78 


nd, other 
1978-79 


City libraries 


34^698,226 


16*514 394 


2, 474,63(1 


1,149,976 


1 919 991 


3 044 442 


44,646,057 


f 

33,263,053 


f*fiilii tu 1 i hf i i\ 

on propart:' tm 


60,2S2,j62 


2im,'Mi 


9,990,731 


S, 630, 491 


8,358,339 


I2,4ai,943 


3,773,815 


3,588,471 


Couhty libraries 
on general fund 




-0- 


A 




7,353 


33,912 




D IQR 


coniblnation city-county 
librarian 


9,022^167 


5,152,803 


1,385,339 


410,559 


1,262,035 


1,873,824 


4,738,412 


5,557,639 


Distrigt librarias 


4p378,812 


1*874,328 


692,679 


169,120 


U45l,613 


1,527,158 


226,423 


186,670 


State total 


109,251,567 


51,053,923 


14,543,307 


7,360,146 


12,999,331 


18,951,279 


55,655,606 


54,?91,059 



PubUc libraries statewidB, 
by type of juriidiction 


Subtotal, all local 

inconie 
1977-78 1978-79 


Subtotal, all state 

inconie 
1977'7a 1978-79 


Subtotal, all fedsral 

income 
1977-78 1978-79 


Total operating 
income, all lourcBS 
1977-78 1978-79 


City librariia 


84,038,141 


74,581,676 


15,327 


1,084,325 


12,545,496 


11,476,524 


96,599,964 


87,142,527 


County libraries 
on property tax 


82,375,256 


49,252,392 


5,909 


10,580,4772 


1,450,955 


3,627,597^ 


83,833,120 


63,460,466 


County libraries 
on genirai f ynd 


2,270,377 


2,219,138 


-0- 


3,200 


77,912 


157,154 


2,356,289 


2,379,492 


Combination city^couiity 
libraries 


17,289,952 


13,020,534 


.0" 


1,287,022 


248,858 


181,608 


17,538,810 


14^489,164 


District libraries 


6,747,000 


3J5B,5Z6 


-0- 


565,432 


50,000 


43,600 


6,797,000 


4,367,558 


Stiti total 


192,728,726 


142^832,269 


_j3j236_ 


I3j520,4563 J 


14,373,221_ _ 


i5, 486 J 83^ 


207,125,183 


171,139,207 
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Public libraries statewide? 

hv tunp of iiit'i i^dicti on 


1 

; Library inaterialsi 
books, periodicals j 
niicroforin/ audiovisual 
1977-78 1978-79 


Total 
Operating 
expenditure 
1977-78 1978-79 


illQurs open par %6ki 
main library only 

1977-^78 1978-79 


Total hours open 
per week, all 

setvicB QUtlets 
1977-78 1978-79 


City libraries 


13,027-204 


12,434,646 


80,910, 033 


83 753-154 


5 Oil 


A lli 
tf n't 






County librariiB 
on propirtv m 


10,640,149 


6,637,369 


75,307,666 


62,835,920 


1,638 


1,225 


22,878 


17,421 


County libraries 
on general fund 


336,965 


391,237 


2,263,936 


2,326,775 


619 


586 


1,775 


1,685 


CQmbination city -^county 
librariis 


2,465,607 


1,777,872 


15,711,169 


13,746,000 


535 


403 


4,706 


3,407 


District libraries 


731,175 


484,885 


5,124,230 


3,859,686 




509 


1,041 


653 


State total 


27,201,300 


21,726,009 


188,317,034 


166,521,546 


8,575 


_J,047 _ 


48,45? 


_ 37i5J0 



Public lihraries statewide, 
hy type of juriscliction 


Total staff 
FTE 


Total staff 
PTE 




Count of 
persons 


Notag; 




1977-78 


1978~79 


Chsnge 


laid off 
(not FTE) 
1978-79 


1, Pel Norte County District Liirary is 
newly fornied and not typical of other district 
libraries. It anticipates most incoBie from 
timber yield twt. 


City libraries 


4,372,34 


3,709.73 


•662.61 


396 


County libraries 
on property tax 

County librariei 


3,509.61 


2,631.68 


-a77,93 


434 


2. Includis amoujits libraries anticipati 
receiving as additional stati reliif : 
Marin Co. (unspecified) ,■ Santa Clara Co. 
ill, 329, 587). 


on general fund 


133.03 


137,07 


■15,96 


6 


3, LOS Angeles Co. ajitlcipstes possibli 


Conibination city-county 
libraries 


743.85 


541.18 


-202.67 


208 


additional state income of 511,904,366, 
not includid in totals, of which 
52,424,000 is for materiils. 


District librariei 


261. OS 


134.78 


-146.3 


104 


4. ^ain increase is revejiue sharing and 


g 

Q State total 


9,059,91 


7,154.44 


"1,905.47 


1,228 


MIA, 
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